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state of things continued I should be quite unable to
obtain the services of competent officers in the Egyptian
army. His Highness assured me that he had entire
confidence in me, and I gave him to understand that I
would not persist in my resignation, though I did not
absolutely withdraw it.

The first thing which struck me on receipt
of this telegram was the gravity of the incident
which it narrated. If there is one point more
than another, which an official and political
training of the special kind which I have under-
gone impresses-on the mind, it is the extreme
folly and danger of trifling with the discipline
of any body of armed men. This folly and this
danger, great under any circumstances, are multi-
plied tenfold when the officers are Europeans
and Christians, whilst the soldiers are African
or Asiatic Moslems. The British officers had for
the previous ten years been endeavouring by
every means in their power to inculcate loyalty
to the Khedive as the first duty of the Egyptian
soldier. It was natural that they should do so.
Their presence in Egypt was due to the fact that
the Egyptian army had mutinied against the late
Khedive. Suddenly, however, the tables weie
totted. The young Khedive had begun, to
encourage disloyalty and disobedience oh the
part of the soldiers tpwafrds their own officers.
Jle thus, struck at the root of military discipline.
Neither did lie stop there. Hie .Egyptian iarmy